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Four  

Description How do countries formulate their foreign policy and implement it? What are the 
factors influences in the foreign policy-making of India? Does the change in 
leadership and government make a difference in the successful foreign policy of 
India? India’s rise to the status as a regional power in South Asia makes 
understanding the determinants and core of its foreign policy. The foreign 
policy of a country includes “all of the policies it develops to pursue its national 
interests as it interacts with other countries”. This course examines the major 
concepts, theories and aspects in the study of the foreign policy of India. It 
looks at the process of foreign policy-making, domestic, regional and 
international factors that influence India’s foreign policy. The course also 
discusses the traditions, evolution, and changes in India’s international relations. 

Course 
Objectives 
COs  

The course enables the student to: 
▪ CO 1-  Examine the fundamentals of foreign policy-making in India 

▪ CO 2 Encourage the students to critically analyse various issues 
confronting foreign policy of India. 

▪ CO 3- Assess the continuity and changes in India’s external relation. 

▪ CO 4- Examine the traditional and new issues affecting the foreign 
policy-making of India. 

Learning 
Outcomes 
LOs 

Upon completion of the course,  students will be able to: 

● LO 1- Analyse the factors determining India’s foreign policy 

● LO 2- Understand India’s engagement with its neighbours and 



superpowers  

● LO 3- Assess and analyse the nature and implications of India’s relation 
with international institutions, different regions and nations  

● LO 4- Evaluate India’s response to the emerging and existing issues in 
international relations 

Pedagogic 
Methods 

72 Hours of Learning Comprises of  

Lectures/ Tutorials/Assignments/Group Discussions/Audio-Visual 

Evaluation Internal Assessment: 40 Marks:  
The internal marks is composed of 20 marks for Assignment/ Article 
Review/Seminar presentation and 20 marks for two internal tests (one in offline 
and one in online mode) 
End Semester External Examination: 60 marks 

It contains analytical questions to evaluate students’ understanding of the course 

Content 
through 
Modules 

 

POs 
Mapped to 
COs and 
Los 

Module I: Diplomacy and Foreign Policy: Conceptual and Historical 
Background   

[PO 1, 2, 3/ CO 1/ LO 1] 

Definition- Nature- Evolution of the concepts- Scope - Types of Diplomacy 
Percentage of work: 15 percent 

Module II: Foreign policy of India: An Overview 
[PO 3, 6, 7/ CO 1/ LO 1] 

 Legacies- Strategic Thinkers- Determinants- Principles- Structure and Process- 
Phases of Indian Foreign Policy 
Percentage of work: 25 percent 

Module III: India’s engagement with Superpowers and International 
Institutions  

[PO 4, 5, 6, 7/ CO 1, 2/ LO 2, 3] 

USA- Russia- China- EU- UN- SAARC- ASEAN- G-77- G- 20- BRICS- 
BIMSTEC 
Percentage of work: 20 percent 

Module IV: India and its Neighbours  
[PO  6, 7, 9/ CO  1, 2, 3, 4/ LO 2, 3] 

Policy towards Immediate and Extended Neighbours- Defence- Energy 
Security- Trade 



Percentage of work: 20 percent 

Module V: India and major International Issues 

[PO  4, 5, 6, 7 9/ CO 1, 2, 3, 4/ LO 4] 

UNSC Reform- Terrorism- Maritime Security- International Migration- 
Palestine Problem- Environmental Governance- Military Intervention- Nuclear 
Issue  

Percentage of work: 20 percent 
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